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Whenever possible, it is best for your child to have frequent, continuous and meaningful contact with both parents and other family members. To help achieve this goal, Missouri requires a parenting plan when someone requests custody or visits. These plans help parents who do not live together create an environment for their child or
child that advances their best interests. Parental plans are detailed and comprehensive, focusing on four main areas: Parental responsibility and parental time Decision rights and responsibilities Dispute resolution Child expenses Missouri has a parental plan form that helps you provide the necessary information for a plan. It's best if
parents can find a plan together, but if not, each parent has to submit a plan. If the parents cannot agree, the court will make decisions based on the submitted plans. This article will give you a general overview of the information and decisions you need to make to develop your Missouri parent plan. Missouri Parent plans: The basics of
developing a parenting plan are no small matter. You will be asked to provide detailed information on how and when each parent will spend time with the child, as well as answer questions about how you will deal with any problems in the future. There is a detailed form and statute describing the information that will be needed, but
sometimes statutes can be confusing, so we have provided a summary in plain English to help you. Statutes Missouri Revised Statutes, Chapter 452 Missouri Supreme Court Rule 88.01 (Assumed Child Benefit Amount) Custody and Parental Time Who wants legal and physical custody of the children? You must determine whether one or
both parents have legal custody, and/or physical custody. You can decide to share both types of custody or just share one. It is common for parents to share legal custody and provide a parent's sole parental protection. It is also possible for one parent to have exclusive and physical custody, and the other the parent to have visitation
rights. Legal custody: the right to make decisions about the child's health, education and welfare Physical custody: the right to have specific time periods with the child Where will the children live? The address of at least one parent must be designated as the children's address. 90-day notice is required before either a parent or child can
change housing. What will the parent schedule be for each parent? Include a full parenting plan covering 24/7 for each parent. Enter a beginning and an end date and an end date and time for visits. How do children get picked up and dropped off? Specify locations where children should be dropped off or picked up for each Planned
Parenthood. Note any changes that need to be made for when the school is not in the session. If the exchange will take place in a location other than a parent's place of residence, each parent shall be at the designated location and time Exchange. Fired parents are responsible for bringing their children to exchange. Consider whether
other family members can pick up or drop off the children (e.g. grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.) Who will be responsible for transporting the children between the parents? Decide who will be responsible for extraordinary transport costs. Decide who will transport the children for each leg of the journey (e.g. the mother is responsible for
transport during the week and The Father is responsible on weekends and holidays). How are holidays and holidays handled? Decide who gets the kids for each holiday. Consider the start and end time of your holiday. Consider every two years or split up your holiday. Specify how to handle holidays. What if you need to change your
schedule? Parents should try to agree on any changes, but the parent receiving the request should have a final decision. Specify how the request for a change should be made. Enter the amount of notification required for a request change. Specify when to respond to a request. Parents should work together to allow children to fulfil school
and social obligations. Can I require a phone call? Parents should have reasonable access to the phone during a visit to call the other parent. Set any restrictions that may be required (e.g. no calls after 11:00 pm or before 6:00 a.m.). How will you handle any special needs? Note some of your child's special needs (e.g. medications or
health conditions). Determine how monitored visits should be handled. Are there people that the children should not have contact with? Are there places that kids shouldn't be allowed to go? Decision-making rights and responsibilities Missouri has a strong public policy to encourage both parents to participate in decisions that concern their
children, but sometimes it is better to have a parent responsible for certain things. You should consider each of the following areas about whether you want to share decision-making, or whether a parent will be responsible: Education Medical Dental Selection by health care providers Choice of childcare providers Extracurricular activities
Religious upbringing agreements on communication Make appointments to ensure that you communicate on important topics, including: All school, sporting or special activities about the children. Changes to address or phone number. All communication from the court. Dispute Resolution You should try to resolve all cases with the other
parent, but if you can't, consider a plan that will help resolve a dispute such as: A pre-agreed agreement to mediate disputes by a designated adviser or mediator. An agreement that the court has the authority to resolve the case. Covers the child's expenses Both parents are responsible for their children's support and expenses. The court
will decide how much child support is based on a number of factors. But may be other expenses that require special consideration of who pays and what percentage. These expenses may include: Health Insurance Coverage Medical Dental Psychological Other Health Care Education Expenses Childcare Other expenses (music lessons,
sports equipment, uniforms) Grandparents' time grandparents may be granted affordable visitation rights (section 452.402 ) Note: State laws are always subject to change through the passage of new legislation, decisions in higher courts (including federal decisions), ballot initiatives, and other means. While we strive to provide the latest
information available, please contact a lawyer or conduct your own legal research to verify the state law(s) you are investigating. Research Missouri Law Official State Codes Missouri Revised Statutes and The Constitutions Missouri Parents Plan: Related Resources Have Questions About Your Parent Plan? A Missouri lawyer can help It's
in your child's best interests to have frequent and quality time with both parents, but it can be a daunting task. There is so much detailed information and possible future consequences. You may have questions or need help creating your Missouri parent plan. Contacting a qualified child welfare attorney in Missouri can help you. Contact a
qualified lawyer. There are countless details to keep track of through divorce. And when it's done, there are still other loose ends with respect to your children. Custody terms can only resolve the situation that you and your ex had at the time of the split, so that questions may arise about things like health care and school issues. The best
solution for both parents and children is to find a scheme for their care that best meets their needs. This requires both parents to be flexible, and willing to compromise and commit to the agreement. In the world of child welfare, this agreement is known as a parenting plan. A parent plan is a child protection plan negotiated between the
parents and their legal adviser and then approved by the court. Parental plans help define the new world in which children will live and operate and carefully define the roles of each parent. Once approved by the family's judge, the parent plan can be enforced on both parents, and both must keep their obligations according to the plan. It's
important to remember that when you were married, you had a parenting plan—it just wasn't reduced to writing or enforcing by law. You and your partner figured out how to raise the children together. This included everything in your life and your children's lives, which seemed natural when you were still with your ex. Now that everything
has a different context, it can seem daunting. We've broken down the important points of a parenting plan that you can read about below. A parenting plan is very similar to what was just described, just considering the challenges of having the children living in two homes with unmarried parents. It consists of the following important
elements: Communication and decision-making. Most parenting plans define a regular schedule for both parents to communicate with each other about their children's lives and decision-making. When it comes to common legal protection, this becomes even more important. But even if one parent has legal custody and the other is less
involved, there will certainly be times when the non-parenting will care about something. Carefully defining this relationship is one of the primary functions of a parent plan. Physical custody. This part of the plan describes the time each parent will have custody of their children. Here's where you want to record the days when your kids want
to stay with one parent and then with the other. It will cover things like holidays, summer visits, the hours the children will be with each, what physical arrangements will be made (like their own or shared bedrooms), and so on. Transport and custody exchange. The parent plan also specifies who is responsible for transportation when the
children's custody changes hands, where the exchanges will take place and what the basic rules will be. Legal custody. The plan will also define which parent is responsible for making decisions about the children. If the parents have joint legal custody, it usually requires both parents to communicate and agree on major decisions. This
section helps define this relationship, how critical decisions are made when both parents are not available, and what happens when parents can't agree. Child support. Parental plans also typically include the basic rules for calculating child support and which items are included in regular support payments and which ones are not. This is a
very important component because in the long term it defines how parents will assess, collect and spend child support dollars. Health care. The plan should also include information about health services for children, both physical and mental in nature. Questions about who provides and pays for health insurance, whether health care costs
are included in child support or not, and who makes decisions about ensuring health care should all be addressed in a parenting plan. Schools and school records. The parent plan should also address the details of children's education. Which schools will they go to? How should parents decide if there is a change in school? What records
will be available to which parents? Who will have the opportunity to address other issues related to children's education and under what circumstances? Which parent can pick up their children at school and under what circumstances? Getting answers to these issues provides some significant clarity that will be useful when teachers are
involved. Annual holidays and school holidays. The parent plan must include details of how the children will be involved in each parent's holiday time and how parents will be involved with children on breaks from This can be a divisive issue between parents if it is not addressed in advance and both parents understand the basic rules.
Social activities and school functions. Will both parents come separately to each school play and sports event, or will these be shared? Which parent calls when a child wants to go on a first date? Who gets involved in proms, dances, closing parties and the like. Defining these issues becomes an important part of any parenting plan.
Contact with relatives and others. In each family, there are considerations needed for others other than just children and parents. If this is not carefully considered, grandparents, aunts, uncles or future spouses of parents can interfere with even the best conditions. Consider in the parent plan how to deal with the wishes of other family
members in relation to the children, and how to address the children's desires to interact with them. Moving. At times, even if it is not very good for the children, one or the other parent may find themselves in a situation where they have to move away from the other parent. The parent plan should consider this opportunity and work through
issues such as visits, child support, legal custody decisions and travel costs. Dispute resolution processes. A good parenting plan, as comprehensive as it can be, simply cannot foresee any readiness. And even the most cooperative parents will not always agree. It is crucial to define how disputes should be resolved in any overarching
plan. Do you both agree to mediate any disputes? Who wants to mediate? How can parents change their parenting plan? As John and Carol learned, a good, comprehensive parenting plan is essential to the continued relationship between children and their unmarried parents. Careful consideration of the parenting plan in advance will
take away much of the stress later as parents try to raise their children in separate households. Households.
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